


Remember Time and practice - the more we go over it the better. Keeping it interesting, using a 
variety of creative and fun ways, you want to recite the passage together over and over through the 
week. Working on a different verse each day does not provide enough of either of these factors. 
However, working and reworking the same verses using a variety of fun and interest provoking 
methods - reciting and thinking about the whole passage every day over a longer period of time 
helps write these passages on all our hearts. We work as a group as well as individually in this. The 
age old problems of connecting the parts of the passage together, or of inadequately learning Friday's 
verse can be overcome as well.  
 
And it is important to use as many of the Senses as possible. 
 
The written word is helpful for the eye, for most people vision is the strongest, most vivid of the 
senses. Writing things over and over is helpful, but arduous. Memory cards that you carry and pull 
out frequently for review are a tried and true method. There are other ways to use the eyes. One 
"tool" is the use of a series of "icons" or "picture words." Identity the various phrases in the passage 
with their individual "icons". A large flannel graph board and a large set of these "icons" will be 
useful for a class. When a child sees a "bee and honey", for example, he or she should begin 
thinking: "They are sweeter than honey, than honey from the comb.", etc.  
 
Another sense we can use is the tongue and the ears– reciting the words out loud. Having children 
listen to others recite to them, as well as reciting also helps them learn. The words could be put to 
music and sung, or chanting the words as a group, even with a particular rhythm, like a “rap” song. 
Recite a phrase and have them finish it. Or when they recite certain words do it louder than others. 
 
Jay North, in a internet tutorial on memorizing Scripture says “Facts, names, numbers and such are 
best memorized via pictures, but if you are trying to memorize a chapter of the Bible (or other book) 
word for word, it would take forever to form a picture in your mind for every single word and then 
try to link it all together. Instead, sound is better. The only problem is that inventing a song is much 
more difficult than enhancing a picture. The song has to sound good, otherwise you won't remember 
it. Also, the more words there are, the harder it is to make a good, unified song.”  
 
Or there is the use of the fingers. My daughter has found with younger children that sign language 
works well for teaching verses. She teaches hand signals along with the words to the children. There 
are a number of children's songs that use hand motions like "Rise and Shine and Give God the Glory 
Glory", so children are comfortable with them. You can use commonly accepted signs and make up 
your own hand motions, or perhaps you can find someone who knows American Sign Language that 
can help you with the signing. The children enjoy working at mastering the motions, and learn the 
verse as they do it. Posture can also help. Try pacing while learning. Have the children recite 
standing on one foot, sitting cross-legged, with eyes closed, even jumping rope, or in odd positions. 
 
Develop Mental understanding - The children's minds must work on the meaning, putting it into 
images and content they can comprehend. Converting the content to icons or symbols, and defining 
the individual words and concepts is a part of this process, especially if we can connect them to a 
child’s own experiences. This method works even for non-readers. 
 





The Don’ts of Scripture Memory 
 
1. Don’t "kind of" memorize verses. Not only did God inspire every word of Scripture but if you 
do not memorize it perfectly today you will lose it tomorrow. Perfectly means knowing every word 
in the correct order without having to hesitate to think about it. 

2. Don’t forget to memorize the references as carefully as the verses themselves.  

3. Don’t feel you have to know one verse perfectly before you can start on memorize another 
verse. It is very possible to memorize two or more verses at the same time.  

4. Don’t consider waiting to be a waste of time but an opportunity to memorize or review.  

5. Don’t think your mind is too old, slow, forgetful, overloaded, etc. to memorize scripture. We 
all have memorized many things.  

6. Don’t consider a verse that gets assigned to you to memorize to be less important to 
memorize than one you select yourself. All Scripture is profitable (2 Timothy 3:16) you may one 
day appreciate having memorized the verse.  

7. Don’t memorize verses in more than one translation. This can get too confusing. Decide on a 
version and replace any verses you may have memorized in another version with the new version as 
soon as possible.  

8. Don’t memorize verses in a paraphrase. The NASB is good because it is a very literal 
translation. Some prefer the NKJV or NIV. Some verses may be awkward but you will get used to 
the reading.  

9. Don’t lose heart in reviewing past memory verses.  

10. Don’t depend on anyone else. Purpose to memorize for your sake, not to please someone else. 
Plan to continue memorizing regardless of whether anyone else does or not.  

11. Don’t memorize passages of Scripture in the order in which they are written. Instead, 
memorize each verse separately and out of order. Then review the passage in order. This will help 
you memorize the verses more accurately, particularly those toward the end of the passage. By 
memorizing verses in order, the first verses tend to be retained longer that the last verses. But 
reviewing them in order will help you understand the flow of the passage.  

12. Don’t set a scripture memory goal that is too low. If it is too easy, then you will not feel you 
have to work at it and may put it off and not get around to it. 

 
 

 Resources: Teaching Primaries, Chapter 4 by Ruth Beechick 
          Jay North’s Tutorial: http://www.premiumhealth.com/memory/biblemem.htm 
          The Ten Don’ts: http://www.valleybible.net/resources/MemoryPrinciples.shtml 
  Easy Bible Memory System: http://www.members.cchat.com/duo/ebms.htm 
          Memorizing Scripture by Jonathan Lindvall: http://www.boldchristianliving.com/articles/scripmem.htm 
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